Blow the Trumpet
Proclaiming the Gospel as a Witness

http://www.blowthetrumpet.org

Thanksgiving Proclamations

Below are every Thanksgiving Proclamation given between 1789 and 1876. Each reflects a
nation’s acknowledgement of God as the true provider and giver of gifts.

THANKSGIVING DAY 1789
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

A PROCLAMATION

Whereas it is the duty of all Nations to acknowledge the providence of almighty God, to obey his
will, to be grateful for his benefits, and humbly to implore his protection and favor - and Whereas
both Houses of Congress have by their joint Committee requested me "to recommend to the
People of the United States a day of public thanksgiving and prayer to be observed by
acknowledging with grateful hearts the many signal favors of Almighty God, especially by
affording them an opportunity peaceably to establish a form of government for their safety and
happiness."

Now therefore | do recommend and assign Thursday the 26th day of November next to be
devoted by the People of these States to the service of that great and glorious Being, who is the
beneficent Author of all the good that was, that is, or that will be — That we may then all unite in
rendering unto him our sincere and humble thanks — for his kind care and protection of the
People of this country previous to their becoming a Nation — for the signal and manifold mercies,
and the favorable interpositions of his providence, which we experienced in the course and
conclusion of the late war —for the great degree of tranquillity, union, and plenty, which we have
since enjoyed — for the peaceable and rational manner in which we have been enabled to
establish constitutions of government for our safety and happiness, and particularly the national
One now lately instituted, for the civil and religious liberty with which we are blessed, and the
means we have of acquiring and diffusing useful knowledge; and in general for all the great and
various favors which he hath been pleased to confer upon us.

And also that we may then unite in most humbly offering our prayers and supplications to the
great Lord and Ruler of Nations and beseech him to pardon our national and other transgressions
— to enable us all, whether in public or private stations, to perform our several and relative duties
properly and punctually — to render our national government a blessing to all the People, by
constantly being a government of wise, just, and constitutional laws, discreetly and faithfully
executed and obeyed — to protect and guide all Sovereigns and Nations (especially such as have
shewn kindness unto us) and to bless them with good government, peace, and concord — To
promote the knowledge and practice of true religion and virtue, and the increase of science
among them and Us — and generally to grant unto all mankind such a degree of temporal
prosperity as he alone knows to be best.

Given under my hand at the City of New York the third day of October in the year of our Lord
1789.

GO. WASHINGTON



THANKSGIVING DAY 1795
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES

A PROCLAMATION

When we review the calamities which afflict so many other nations, the present condition of the
United States affords much matter of consolation and satisfaction. Our exemption hitherto from
foreign war, an increasing prospect of the continuance of that exception, the great degree of
internal tranquillity we have enjoyed, the recent confirmation of that tranquillity by the suppression
of an insurrection which so wantonly threatened it, the happy course of our public affairs in
general, the unexampled prosperity of all classes of our citizens, are circumstances which
peculiarly mark our situation with indications of the Divine beneficence toward us. In such a state
of things it is in an especial manner our duty as a people, with devout reverence and affectionate
gratitude, to acknowledge our many and great obligations to Almighty God and to implore Him to
continue and confirm the blessings we experience.

Deeply penetrated with this sentiment, |, George Washington, President of the United States, do
recommend to all religious societies and denominations, and to all persons whomsoever, within
the United States to set apart and observe Thursday, the 19th day of February next as a day of
public thanksgiving and prayer, and on that day to meet together and render their sincere and
hearty thanks to the Great Ruler of Nations for the manifold and signal mercies which distinguish
our lot as a nation, particularly for the possession of constitutions of government which united and
by their union establish liberty with order; for the preservation of our peace, foreign and domestic;
for the seasonable control which has been given to a spirit of disorder in the suppression of the
late insurrection, and generally for the prosperous course of our affairs, public and private; and at
the same time humbly and fervently to beseech the kind Author of these blessings graciously to
prolong them to us; to imprint on our hearts a deep and solemn sense of our obligations to Him
for them; to teach us rightly to estimate their immense value; to preserve us from the arrogance of
prosperity, and from hazarding the advantages we enjoy by delusive pursuits; to dispose us to
merit the continuance of His favors by not abusing them; by our gratitude for them, and by a
correspondent conduct as citizens and men; to render this country more and more a safe and
propitious asylum for the unfortunate of other countries; to extend among us true and useful
knowledge; to diffuse and establish habits of sobriety, order, morality, and piety, and finally, to
impart all the blessings we possess, or ask for ourselves, to the whole family of mankind.
In testimony whereof | have caused the seal of the United States of America to be affixed to these
presents, and signed the same with my hand.

Done at the city of Philadelphia, the 1st day of January, 1795, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the nineteenth.

By the President

GO. WASHINGTON

THANKSGIVING DAY 1798
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES

A PROCLAMATION

As the safety and prosperity of nations ultimately and essentially depend on the protection and
the blessing of Almighty God, and the national acknowledgment of this truth is not only an
indispensable duty which the people owe to Him, but a duty whose natural influence is favorable
to the promotion of that morality and piety without which social happiness can not exist nor the
blessings of a free government be enjoyed; and as this duty, at all times incumbent, is so
especially in seasons of difficulty or of danger, when existing or threatening calamities, the just



judgments of God against prevalent iniquity, are a loud call to repentance and reformation; and as
the United States of America are at present placed in a hazardous and afflictive situation by the
unfriendly disposition, conduct, and demands of a foreign power, evinced by repeated refusals to
receive our messengers of reconciliation and peace, by depredations on our commerce, and the
infliction of injuries on very many of our fellow-citizens while engaged in their lawful business on
the seas — under these considerations it has appeared to me that the duty of imploring the mercy

and benediction of Heaven on our country demands at this time a special attention from its
inhabitants.

| have therefore thought fit to recommend, and | do hereby recommend, that Wednesday, the 9th
day of May next, be observed throughout the United States as a day of solemn humiliation,
fasting, and prayer; that the citizens of these States, abstaining on that day from their customary
worldly occupations, offer their devout addresses to the Father of Mercies agreeably to those
forms or methods which they have severally adopted as the most suitable and becoming; that all
religious congregations do, with the deepest humility, acknowledge before God the manifold sins
and transgressions with which we are justly chargeable as individuals and as a nation,
beseeching Him at the same time, of His infinite grace, through the Redeemer of the World, freely
to remit all our offenses, and to incline us by His Holy Spirit to that sincere repentance and
reformation which may afford us reason to hope for his inestimable favor and heavenly
benediction; that it be made the subject of particular and earnest supplication that our country
may be protected from all the dangers which threaten it; that our civil and religious privileges may
be preserved inviolate and perpetuated to the latest generations; that our public councils and
magistrates may be especially enlightened and directed at this critical period; that the American
people may be united in those bonds of amity and mutual confidence and inspired with that vigor
and fortitude by which they have in times past been so highly distinguished and by which they
have obtained such invaluable advantages; that the health of the inhabitants of our land may be
preserved, and their agriculture, commerce, fisheries, arts, and manufactures be blessed and
prospered; that the principles of genuine piety and sound morality may influence the minds and
govern the lives of every description of our citizens and that the blessings of peace, freedom, and
pure religion may be speedily extended to all the nations of the earth.
And finally, | recommend that on the said day the duties of humiliation and prayer be
accompanied by fervent thanksgiving to the Bestower of Every Good Gift, not only for His having
hitherto protected and preserved the people of these United States in the independent enjoyment
of their religious and civil freedom, but also for having prospered them in a wonderful progress of
population, and for conferring on them many and great favors conducive to the happiness and
prosperity of a nation.

Given under my hand the seal of the United States of America, at Philadelphia, this 23d day of
March, AD 1798, and of the Independence of the said States the twenty-second.

By the President

JOHN ADAMS

THANKSGIVING DAY 1799
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

A PROCLAMATION

As no truth is more clearly taught in the Volume of Inspiration, nor any more fully demonstrated
by the experience of all ages, than that a deep sense and a due acknowledgment of the
governing providence of a Supreme Being and of the accountableness of men to Him as the
searcher of hearts and righteous distributer of rewards and punishments are conducive equally to
the happiness and rectitude of individuals and to the well-being of communities; as it is also most
reasonable in itself that men who are made capable of social acts and relations, who owe their
improvements to the social state, and who derive their enjoyments from it, should, as a society,
make their acknowledgments of dependence and obligation to Him who hath endowed them with
these capacities and elevated them in the scale of existence by these distinctions; as it is likewise
a plain dictate of duty and a strong sentiment of nature that in circumstances of great urgency
and seasons of imminent danger earnest and particular supplications should be made to Him who



is able to defend or to destroy; as, moreover, the most precious interests of the people of the
United States are still held in jeopardy by the hostile designs and insidious acts of a foreign
nation, as well as by the dissemination among them of those principles, subversive of the
foundations of all religious, moral, and social obligations, that have produced incalculable
mischief and misery in other countries; and as, in fine, the observance of special seasons for
public religious solemnities is happily calculated to aver the evils which we ought to deprecate
and to excite to the performance of the duties which we ought to discharge by calling and fixing
the attention of the people at large to the momentous truths already recited, by affording
opportunity to teach and inculcate them by animating devotion and giving to it the character of a
national act.

For these reasons | have thought proper to recommend, and | do hereby recommend accordingly,
that Thursday, the 25th day of April next, be observed throughout the United States of America as
a day of solemn humiliation, fasting, and prayer; that the citizens on that day abstain as far as
may be from their secular occupations, devote the time to the sacred duties of religion in public
and in private; that they call to mind our numerous offenses against the Most High God, confess
them before Him with the sincerest penitence, implore His pardoning mercy, through the Great
Mediator and Redeemer, for our past transgressions, and that through the grace of His Holy Spirit
we may be disposed and enabled to yield a more suitable obedience to His righteous requisitions
in time to come; that He would interpose to arrest the progress of that impiety and licentiousness
in principle and practice so offensive to Himself and so ruinous to mankind; that He would make
us deeply sensible that "righteousness exalteth a nation, but sin is a reproach to any people"; that
He would turn us from our transgressions and turn His displeasure from us; that He would
withhold us from unreasonable discontent, from disunion, faction, sedition, and insurrection; that
He would preserve our country from the desolating sword; that He would save our cities and
towns from a repetition of those awful pestilential visitations under which they have lately suffered
so severely, and that the health of our inhabitants generally may be precious in His sight; that He
would favor us with fruitful seasons and so bless the labors of the husbandman as that there may
be food in abundance for man and beast; that He would prosper our commerce, manufactures,
and fisheries, and give success to the people in all their lawful industry and enterprise; that He
would smile on our colleges, academies, schools, and seminaries of learning, and make them
nurseries of sound science, morals, and religion; that He would bless all magistrates, from the
highest to the lowest, give them the true spirit of their station, make them a terror to evil doers
and a praise to them that do well; that He would preside over the councils of the nation at this
critical period, enlighten them to a just discernment of the public interest, and save them from
mistake, division, and discord; that He would make succeed our preparations for defense and
bless our armaments by land and by sea; that He would put an end to the effusion of human
blood and the accumulation of human misery among the contending nations of the earth by
disposing them to justice, to equity, to benevolence, and to peace; and that he would extend the
blessings of knowledge, of true liberty, and of pure and undefiled religion throughout the world.
And | do also recommend that with these acts of humiliation, penitence, and prayer, fervent
thanksgiving to the Author of All Good be united for the countless favors which He is still
continuing to the people of the United States, and which render their condition as a nation
eminently happy when compared with the lot of others.

JOHN ADAMS

THANKSGIVING DAY 1814
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

A PROCLAMATION

The two Houses of the National Legislature having by a joint resolution expressed their desire
that in the present time of public calamity and war a day may be recommended to be observed by
the people of the United States as a day of public humiliation and fasting and of prayer to
Almighty God for the safety and welfare of these States, His blessing on their arms, and a speedy
restoration of peace, | have deemed it proper by this proclamation to recommend that Thursday,
the 12th of January next, be set apart as a day on which all may have an opportunity of



voluntarily offering at the same time in their respective religious assemblies their humble
adoration to the Great Sovereign of the Universe, of confessing their sins and transgressions, and
of strengthening their vows of repentance and amendment. They will be invited by the same
solemn occasion to call to mind the distinguished favors conferred on the American people in the
general health which has been enjoyed, in the abundant fruits of the season, in the progress of
the arts instrumental to their comfort, their prosperity, and their security, and in the victories which
have so powerfully contributed to the defense and protection of our country, a devout
thankfulness for all which ought to be mingled with their supplications to the Beneficent Parent of
the Human Race that He would be graciously pleased to pardon all their offenses against Him; to
support and animate them in the discharge of their respective duties; to continue to them the
precious advantages flowing from political institutions so auspicious to their safety against
dangers from abroad, to their tranquillity at home, and to their liberties, civil and religious; and that
He would in a special manner preside over the nation in its public councils and constituted
authorities, giving wisdom to its measures and success to its arms in maintaining its rights and in

overcoming all hostile designs and attempts against it; and, finally, that by inspiring the enemy
with dispositions favorable to a just and reasonable peace its blessings may be speedily and
happily restores.

Given at the city of Washington, the 16th day of November, 1814, and of the Independence of the
United States the thirty-eighth.

JAMES MADISON

THANKSGIVING DAY 1815
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

A PROCLAMATION

The senate and House of Representatives of the United States have by a joint resolution signified
their desire that a day may be recommended to be observed by the people of the United States
with religious solemnity as a day of thanksgiving and of devout acknowledgments to Almighty
God for His great goodness manifested in restoring to them the blessing of peace.
No people ought to feel greater obligations to celebrate the goodness of the Great Disposer of
Events of the Destiny of Nations than the people of the United States. His kind providence
originally conducted them to one of the best portions of the dwelling place allotted for the great
family of the human race. He protected and cherished them under all the difficulties and trials to
which they were exposed in their early days. Under His fostering care their habits, their
sentiments, and their pursuits prepared them for a transition in due time to a state of
independence and self-government. In the arduous struggle by which it was attained they were

distinguished by multiplied tokens of His benign interposition. During the interval which
succeeded He reared them into the strength and endowed them with the resources which have
enabled them to assert their national rights, and to enhance their national character in another
arduous conflict, which is now so happily terminated by a peace and reconciliation with those who
have been our enemies. And to the same Divine Author of Every Good and Perfect Gift we are
indebted for all those privileges and advantages, religious as well as civil, which are so richly
enjoyed in this favored land.

It is for blessings such as these, and more especially for the restoration of the blessing of peace,
that | now recommend that the second Thursday in April next be set apart as a day on which the
people of every religious denomination may in their solemn assembles unite their hearts and their
voices in a freewill offering to their Heavenly Benefactor of their homage of thanksgiving and of
their songs of praise.

Given at the city of Washington on the 4th day of March, A.D. 1815, and of the Independence of
the United States the thirty-ninth.

JAMES MADISON



THANKSGIVING DAY 1862
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

A PROCLAMATION

It has pleased Almighty God to vouchsafe signal victories to the land and naval forces engaged in
suppressing an internal rebellion, and at the same time to avert from our country the dangers of
foreign intervention and invasion.

It is therefore recommended to the people of the United States that at their next weekly
assemblages in their accustomed places of public worship which shall occur after notice of this
proclamation shall be have been received they especially acknowledge and render thanks to our
Heavenly Fathers for these inestimable blessings, that they then and there implore spiritual
consolation in behalf of all who have been brought into affliction by the casualties and calamities
of sedition and civil war, and that they reverently invoke the divine guidance for our national
counsels, to the end that they may speedily result in the restoration of peace, harmony, and unity
throughout our borders and hasten the establishment of fraternal relations among all the
countries of the earth.

In witness whereof | have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be
affixed.

Done at the city of Washington, this 10th day of April A.D. 1862, and of the Independence of the
United States the eighty-sixth.

ABRAHAM LINCOLN

THANKSGIVING DAY 1863
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

A PROCLAMATION

It has pleased Almighty God to hearken to the supplications and prayers of an afflicted people
and to vouchsafe to the Army and the Navy of the United States victories on land and on the sea

so signal and so effective as to furnish reasonable grounds for augmented confidence that the
Union of these States will be maintained, their Constitution preserved, and their peace and
prosperity permanently restored. But these victories have been accorded not without sacrifices of
life, limb, health, and liberty, incurred by brave, loyal, and patriotic citizens. Domestic affliction in
every part of the country follows in the train of these fearful bereavements. It is meet and right to
recognize and confess the presence of the Almighty Father and the power of His hand equally in
these triumphs and in these sorrows:

Now, therefore, be it known that | do set apart Thursday, the 6th day of August next, to be
observed as a day for national thanksgiving, praise, and prayer, and | invite the people of the
United States to assemble on that occasion in their customary places of worship and in the forms
approved by their own consciences render the homage due to the Divine Majesty for the
wonderful things He has done in the nation’s behalf and invoke the influence of His Holy Spirit to
subdue the anger which has produced and so long sustained a needless and cruel rebellion, to
change the hearts of the insurgents, to guide the counsels of the Government with wisdom
adequate to so great a national emergency, and to visit with tender care and consolation
throughout the length and breadth of our land all those who, through the vicissitudes of marches,
voyages, battles, and sieges, have been brought to suffer in mind, body, or estate, and finally to



lead the whole nation through the paths of repentance and submission to the divine will back to
the perfect enjoyment of union and fraternal peace.

In witness whereof | have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be
affixed.

Done at the city of Washington, this 15th day of July A.D. 1863, and of the Independence of the
United States the eighty-eighth.

ABRAHAM LINCOLN

THANKSGIVING DAY 1863
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

A PROCLAMATION

The year that is drawing toward its close has been filled with the blessings of fruitful fields and
healthful skies. To these bounties, which are so constantly enjoyed that we are prone to forget
the source from which they come, others have been added which are of so extraordinary a nature
that they can not fail to penetrate and soften even the heart which is habitually insensible to the
ever-watchful providence of Almighty God.

In the midst of a civil war of unequaled magnitude and severity, which has sometimes seemed to
foreign states to invite and to provoke their aggression, peace has been preserved with all
nations, order has been maintained, the laws have been respected and obeyed, and harmony
has prevailed everywhere, except in the theater of military conflict, while that theater has been
greatly contracted by the advancing armies and navies of the Union. Needful diversions of wealth
and of strength from the fields of peaceful industry to the national defense have not arrested the
plow, the shuttle, or the ship; the ax has enlarged the borders of our settlements, and the mines,
as well of iron and coal as of the precious metals, have yielded even more abundantly than
heretofore. Population has steadily increased notwithstanding the waste that has been made in
the camp, the siege, and the battlefield, and the country, rejoicing in the consciousness of
augmented strength and vigor, is permitted to expect continuance of years with large increase of
freedom.

No human counsel hath devised nor hath any mortal hand worked out these great things. They
are the gracious gifts of the Most High God, who, while dealing with us in anger for our sins, hath
nevertheless remembered mercy.

It has seemed to me fit and proper that they should be solemnly, reverently, and gratefully
acknowledged, as with one heart and one voice, by the whole American people. | do therefore
invite my fellow-citizens in every part of the United States, and also those who are at sea and
those who are sojourning in foreign lands, to set apart and observe the last Thursday of
November next as a day of thanksgiving and praise to our beneficent Father who dwelleth in the
heavens. And | recommend to them that while offering up the ascriptions justly due to Him for
such singular deliverances and blessings they do also, with humble penitence for our national
perverseness and disobedience, commend to His tender care all those who have become
widows, orphans, mourners, or sufferers in the lamentable civil strife in which we are unavoidably
engaged, and fervently implore the interposition of the Almighty hand to heal the wounds of the
nation and to restore if, as soon as may be consistent with the divine purpose, to the full
enjoyment of peace, harmony, tranquillity, and union.

In testimony whereof | have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be
affixed.

Done at the city of Washington, this 3d day of October A.D. 1863, and of the Independence of the
United States the eighty-eighth.

ABRAHAM LINCOLN



THANKSGIVING DAY 1864
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

A PROCLAMATION

It has pleased Almighty God to prolong our national life another year, defending us with His
guardian care against unfriendly designs from abroad and vouchsafing to us in His mercy many
and signal victories over the enemy, who is of our own household. It has also pleased our
Heavenly Father to favor as well our citizens in their homes as our soldiers in their camps and our
sailors on the rivers and seas with unusual health. He has largely augmented our free population
by emancipation and by immigration, while He has opened to use new sources of wealth and has
crowned the labor of our workingmen in every department of industry with abundant rewards.
Moreover, He has been pleased to animate and inspire our minds and hearts with fortitude,
courage, and resolution sufficient for the great trial of civil war into which we have been brought
by our adherence as a nation to the cause of freedom and humanity, and to afford to us
reasonable hopes of an ultimate and happy deliverance from all our dangers and afflictions:
Now, therefore, I, Abraham Lincoln, President of the United States, do hereby appoint and set
apart the last Thursday in November next as a day which | desire to be observed by all my fellow-
citizens, wherever they may then be, as a day of thanksgiving and praise to Almighty God, the
beneficent Creator and Ruler of the Universe. And | do further recommend to my fellow-citizens
aforesaid that on that occasion they do reverently humble themselves in the dust and from thence
offer up penitent and fervent prayers and supplications to the Great Disposer of Events for a
return of the inestimable blessings of peace, union, and harmony throughout the land which it has
pleased Him to assign as a dwelling place for ourselves and for our posterity throughout all
generations.

In testimony whereof | have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be
affixed.

Done at the city of Washington, this 20th day of October, A.D. 1864, and of the Independence of
the United States the eighty-ninth.

ABRAHAM LINCOLN

THANKSGIVING DAY 1865
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

A PROCLAMATION

Whereas it has pleased Almighty God during the year which is now coming to an end to relieve
our beloved country from the fearful scourge of civil war and to permit us to secure the blessings
of peace, unity, and harmony, with a great enlargement of civil liberty; and

Whereas our Heavenly Father has also during the year graciously averted from us the calamities
of foreign war, pestilence, and famine, while our granaries are full of the fruits of an abundant
season; and

Whereas righteousness exalteth a nation, while sin is a reproach to any people:
Now, therefore, be it known that I, Andrew Johnson, President of the United States, do hereby
recommend to the people thereof that they do set apart and observe the first Thursday of
December next as a day of national thanksgiving to the Creator of the Universe for these great
deliverances and blessings.

And | do further recommend that on that occasion the whole people make confession of our
national sins against His infinite goodness, and with one heart and one mind implore the divine
guidance in the ways of national virtue and holiness.



In testimony whereof | have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be
affixed.

Done at the city of Washington, this 28th day of October, A.D. 1865, and of the Independence of
the United States of America the ninetieth.

ANDREW JOHNSON

THANKSGIVING DAY 1866
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

A PROCLAMATION

Almighty God, our Heavenly Father, has been pleased to vouchsafe to us as a people another
year of that national life which is an indispensable condition of peace, security and progress. That
year has, moreover, been crowned with many peculiar blessings.

The civil war that so recently closed among us has not been anywhere reopened; foreign
intervention has ceased to excite alarm or apprehension; intrusive pestilence has been benignly
mitigated; domestic tranquillity has improved, sentiments of conciliation has largely prevailed, and
affections of loyalty and patriotism have been widely renewed; our fields have yielded quite
abundantly, our mining industry has been richly rewarded, and we have been allowed to extend
our railroad system far into the interior recesses of the country, while our commerce has resumed
its customary activity in foreign seas.

These great national blessings demand a national acknowledgment.

Now, therefore, |, Andrew Johnson, President of the United States, do hereby recommend that
Thursday, the 29th day of November next, be set apart and be observed everywhere in the
several States and Territories of the United States by the people thereof as a day of thanksgiving
and praise to Almighty God, with due remembrance that "in His temple doth every man speak of
His honor." | recommend also that on the same solemn occasion they do humbly and devoutly

implore Him to grant to our national council \s and to our whole people that divine wisdom which
alone can lead any nation into the ways of all good.

In offering these national thanksgivings, praises, and supplications we have the divine assurance
that "the Lord remaineth a king forever; them that are meek shall He guide in judgment and such
as are gentle shall He learn His way; the Lord shall give strength to His people, and the Lord shall
give to His people the blessing of peace."

In witness whereof | have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be
affixed.

Done at the city of Washington, this 8th day of October, A.D. 1866, and of the Independence of
the United States of America the ninety-first.

ANDREW JOHNSON

THANKSGIVING DAY 1867
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

A PROCLAMATION



In conformity with a recent custom that may now be regarded as established on national consent
and approval, I, Andrew Johnson, President of the United States, do hereby recommend to my
fellow citizens that Thursday, the 28th day of November net, be set apart and observed
throughout the Republic as a day of national thanksgiving and praise to the Almighty Ruler off
Nations, with whom are dominion and fear, who maketh peace in His high places.
Resting and refraining from secular labors on that day, let us reverently and devoutly give thanks
to our Heavenly Father for the mercies and blessings with which He has crowned the now closing
year. Especially let us remember that He has covered our land through all its extent with greatly
needed and very abundant harvests; that He has caused industry to prosper, not only in our
fields, but also in our workshops, in our mines, and in our forests. He has permitted us to multiply
ships upon our lakes and rivers and upon the high seas, and at the same time to extend our iron
roads to far into the secluded places of the continent as to guarantee speedy overland
intercourse between the two oceans. He has inclined our hearts to turn away from domestic
contentions and commotions consequent upon a distracting and desolating civil war, and to walk
more and more in the ancient ways of loyalty, conciliation, and brotherly love. He has blessed the
peaceful efforts with which we have established new and important commercial treaties with
foreign nations, while we have at the same time strengthened our national defenses and greatly
enlarged our national borders.

While thus rendering the unanimous and heartfelt tribute of national praise and thanksgiving
which is so justly due to Almighty God, let us not fail to implore Him that the same divine
protection and care which we have hitherto so undeservedly and yet so constantly enjoyed may
be continued to our country and our people throughout all their generations forever.

In witness whereof | have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be
affixed.

Done at the city of Washington, this 26th day of October, A.D. 1867, and of the Independence of
the United States of America the ninety-second.

ANDREW JOHNSON

THANKSGIVING DAY 1868
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

A PROCLAMATION

In the year which is now drawing to its end the art, the skill, and the labor of the people of the
United States have been employed with greater diligence and vigor and on broader fields than
ever before, and the fruits of the earth have been gathered into the granary and the storehouse in
marvelous abundance. Our highways have been lengthened, and new and prolific regions have
been occupied. We are permitted to hope that long-protracted political and sectional dissensions
are at no distant day to give place to returning harmony and fraternal affection throughout the
Republic. Many foreign states have entered into liberal agreements with us, while nations which
are far off and which heretofore have been unsocial and exclusive have become our friends.
The annual period of rest, which we have reached in health and tranquillity, and which is crowned
with so many blessings, is by universal consent a convenient and suitable one for cultivating
personal piety and practicing public devotion.

| therefore recommend that Thursday, the 26th day of November next, be set apart and observed
by all the people of the United States as a day for public praise, thanksgiving, and prayer to the
almighty Creator and Divine Ruler of the Universe, by whose everwatchful, merciful, and gracious
providence alone states and nations, no less than families and individual men, do live and move
and have their being.

In witness whereof | have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be
affixed.



Done at the city of Washington, this 12th day of October, A.D. 1868, and of the Independence of
the United States of America the ninety-third.

ANDREW JOHNSON

THANKSGIVING DAY 1869
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

A PROCLAMATION

The year which is drawing to a close has been free from pestilence; health has prevailed
throughout the land; abundant crops reward the labors of the husbandman; commerce and
manufactures have successfully prosecuted their peaceful paths; the mines and forests have
yielded liberally; the nation has increased in wealth and in strength; peace has prevailed, and its
blessings have advanced every interest of the people in every part of the Union; harmony and
fraternal intercourse restored are obliterating the marks of past conflict and estrangement;
burdens have been lightened; means have been increased; civil and religious liberty are secured
to every inhabitant of the land, whose soil is trod by none but freemen.

It becomes a people thus favored to make acknowledgment to the Supreme Author from whom
such blessings flow of their gratitude and their dependence, to render praise and thanksgiving for
the same, and devoutly to implore a continuance of God’s mercies.

Therefore, |, Ulysses S. Grant, President of the United States, do recommend that Thursday, the
18th day of November next, be observed as a day of thanksgiving and of praise and of prayer to
almighty God, the creator and the ruler of the universe; and | do further recommend to all the
people of the United States to assemble on that day in their accustomed places of public worship
and to unite in the homage and praise due to the bountiful Father of All Mercies and in fervent

prayer for the continuance of the manifold blessings he has vouchsafed to us as a people.
In testimony whereof | have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be
affixed.

Done at the city of Washington, this 5th day of October, A.D. 1869, and of the Independence of
the United States of America the ninety-fourth.

U.S. GRANT

THANKSGIVING DAY 1870
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

A PROCLAMATION

Whereas it behooves a people sensible of their dependence on the Almighty publicly and
collectively to acknowledge their gratitude for his favors and mercies and humbly to beseech for
their continuance; and

Whereas the people of the United States during the year now about to end have special cause to
be thankful for general prosperity, abundant harvests, exemption from pestilence, foreign war,
and civil strife:

Now, therefore, be it known that |, Ulysses S. Grant, President of the United States, concurring in
any similar recommendations from chief magistrates of States, do hereby recommend to all
citizens to meet in their respective places of worship on Thursday the 24th day of November next,



there to give thanks for the bounty of God during the year about to close and to supplicate for its
continuance hereafter.

In witness whereof | have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be
affixed.

Done at the city of Washington, this 21st day of October, A.D. 1870, and of the Independence of
the United States of America the ninety-fifth.

U.S. GRANT

THANKSGIVING DAY 1871
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

A PROCLAMATION

The process of the seasons has again enabled the husbandman to garner the fruits of successful
toil. Industry has been generally well rewarded. We are at peace with all nations, and tranquillity,
with few exceptions, prevails at home. Within the past year we have in the main been free from
ills which elsewhere have afflicted our kind. If some of us have had calamities, these should be
an occasion for sympathy with the sufferers, of resignation on their part to the will of the Most
High, and of rejoicing to the many who have been more favored.

| therefore recommend that on Thursday, the 30th day of November next, the people meet in their
respective places of worship and there make the usual annual acknowledgments to Almighty God
for the blessings He has conferred upon them, for their merciful exemption from evils, and invoke
His protection and kindness for their less fortunate brethren, whom in His wisdom He has
deemed it best to chastise.

In witness whereof | have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be
affixed.

Done at the city of Washington, this 28th day of October, A.D. 1871, and of the Independence of
the United States of America the ninety-sixth.

U.S. GRANT

THANKSGIVING DAY 1872
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

A PROCLAMATION

Whereas the revolution of another year has again brought the time when it is usual to look back
upon the past and publicly to thank the Almighty for His mercies and His blessings; and
Whereas if any one people has more occasion than another for such thankfulness it is the
citizens of the United States, whose Government is their creature, subject to their behests; who
have reserved to themselves ample civil and religious freedom and equality before the law; who
during the last twelvemonth have enjoyed exemption from any grievous or general calamity, and
to whom prosperity in agriculture, manufactures, and commerce has been vouchsafed;
Now, therefore, by these considerations, | recommend that on Thursday, the 28th day of
November next, the people meet in their respective places of worship and there make their
acknowledgments to God for His kindness and bounty.

In witness whereof | have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be
affixed.



Done at the city of Washington, this 11th day of October, A.D. 1872, and of the Independence of
the United States of America the ninety-seventh.

U.S. GRANT

THANKSGIVING DAY 1873
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

A PROCLAMATION

The approaching close of another year brings with it the occasion for renewed thanksgiving and
acknowledgment to the Almighty Ruler of the Universe for the unnumbered mercies which He has
bestowed upon us.

Abundant harvests have been among the rewards of industry. With local exceptions, health has
been among the many blessings enjoyed. Tranquillity at home and peace with other nations have
prevailed.

Frugal industry is regaining its merited recognition and its merited rewards. Gradually but, under
the providence of God, surely, as we trust, the nation is recovering from the lingering results of a
dreadful civil strife.

For these and all the other mercies vouchsafed it becomes us as a people to return heartfelt and
grateful acknowledgments, and with our thanksgiving for blessings we may unite prayers for the
cessation of local and temporary sufferings.

| therefore recommend that on Thursday, the 27th day of November next, the people meet in their
respective places of worship to make their acknowledgments to Almighty God for His bounties
and His protection, and to offer to Him prayers for their continuance.

In witness whereof | have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be
affixed.

Done at the city of Washington, this 14th day of October, A.D. 1873, and of the Independence of
the United States of America the ninety-eighth.

U.S. GRANT

THANKSGIVING DAY 1874
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

A PROCLAMATION

We are reminded by the changing seasons that it is time to pause in our daily avocations and
offer thanks to Almighty God for the mercies and abundance of the year which is drawing to a
close.

The blessings of free government continue to be vouchsafed to us; the earth has responded to
the labor of the husbandman; the land has been free from pestilence; internal order is being
maintained, and peace with other powers has prevailed.

It is fitting that at stated periods we should cease from our accustomed pursuits and from the
turmoil of our daily lives and unite in thankfulness for the blessings of the past and in the
cultivation of kindly feelings toward each other.



Now, therefore, recognizing these considerations, |, Ulysses S. Grant, President of the United
States, do recommend to all citizens to assemble in their respective places of worship on
Thursday, the 26th day of November next, and express their thanks for the mercy and favor of
Almighty God, and, laying aside all political contentions and all secular occupations, to observe
such day as a day of rest, thanksgiving, and praise.

In witness whereof | have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be
affixed.

Done at the city of Washington, this 27th day of October, A.D. 1874, and of the Independence of
the United States of America the ninety-ninth.

U.S. GRANT

THANKSGIVING DAY 1875
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

A PROCLAMATION

In accordance with a practice at once wise and beautiful, we have been accustomed, as the year
is drawing to a close, to devote an occasion to the humble expression of our thanks to Almighty
God for the ceaseless and distinguished benefits bestowed upon us as a nation and for His
mercies and protection during the closing year.

Amid the rich and free enjoyment of all our advantages, we should not forget the source from
whence they are derived and the extent of our obligation to the Father of All Mercies.
We have full reason to renew our thanks to Almighty God for favors bestowed upon us during the
past year.

By His continuing mercy civil and religious liberty have been maintained, peace has reigned
within our borders, labor and enterprise have produced their merited rewards; and to His watchful
providence we are indebted for security from pestilence and other national calamity.
Apart from national blessings, each individual among us has occasion to thoughtfully recall and
devoutly recognize the favors and protection, which he has enjoyed.

Now, therefore, I, Ulysses S. Grant, President of the United States, do recommend that on
Thursday, the25th day of November, the people of the United States, abstaining from all secular
pursuits and from their accustomed avocations, do assemble in their respective places of
worship, and, in such form as may seem most appropriate in their own hearts, offer to Almighty
God their acknowledgments and thanks for all His mercies and their humble prayers for a
continuance of His divine favor.

In witness whereof | have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be
affixed.

Done at the city of Washington, this 27th day of October, A.D. 1875, and of the Independence of
the United States of America the one hundredth.

U.S. GRANT

THANKSGIVING DAY 1876
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA



A PROCLAMATION

From year to year we have been accustomed to pause in our daily pursuits and set apart a time
to offer our thanks to Almighty God for the special blessings He has vouchsafed to us, with our
prayers for a continuance thereof.

We have at this time equal reason to be thankful for His continued protection and for the many
material blessings which His bounty has bestowed.

In addition to these favors accorded to us as individuals, we have especial occasion to express
our hearty thanks to Almighty God that by His providence and guidance our Government,
established a century ago, has been enabled to fulfill the purpose of its founders in offering an
asylum to the people of every race, securing civil and religious liberty to all within its borders, and
meting out to every individual alike justice and equality before the law.

It is, moreover, especially our duty to offer our humble prayers to the Father of All Mercies for a
continuance of His divine favor to us as a nation and as individuals.

By reason of all these considerations, |, Ulysses S. Grant, President of the United States, do
recommend to the people of the United States to devote the 30th day of November next to the
expression of their thanks and prayers to Almighty God, and, laying aside their daily avocations
and all secular occupations, to assemble in their respective places of worship and observe such
day as a day of thanksgiving and rest.

In witness whereof | have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be
affixed.

Done at the city of Washington, this 26th day of October, A.D. 1876, and of the Independence of
the United States of America the one hundred and first.

U.S. GRANT

THANKSGIVING DAY 1877
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

A PROCLAMATION

The completed circle of summer and winter, seedtime and harvest, has brought us to the
accustomed season at which a religious people celebrates with praise and thanksgiving the
enduring mercy of Almighty God. This devout and public confession of the constant dependence
of man upon the divine favor for all the good gifts of life and health and peace and happiness, so
early in our history made the habit of our people, finds in the survey of the past year new grounds
for its joyful and grateful manifestation.

In all the blessings which depend upon benignant seasons, this has indeed been a memorable
year. Over the wide territory of our country, with all its diversity of soil and climate and products,
the earth has yielded a bountiful return to the labor of the husbandman. The health of the people
has been blighted by no prevalent or widespread diseases. No great disasters of shipwreck upon
our coasts or to our commerce on the seas have brought loss and hardship to merchants or
mariners and clouded the happiness of the community with sympathetic sorrow.

In all that concerns our strength and peace and greatness as a nation; in all that touches the
permanence and security of our Government and the beneficent institutions on which it rests; in
all that affects the character and dispositions of our people and tests our capacity to enjoy and
uphold the equal and free condition of society, now permanent and universal throughout the land,
the experience of the last year is conspicuously marked by the protecting providence of God and
is full of promise and hope for the coming generations.

Under a sense of these infinite obligations to the Great Ruler of Times and Seasons and Events,
let us humbly ascribe it to our own faults and frailties if in any degree that perfect concord and
happiness, peace and justice, which such great mercies should diffuse through the hearts and



lives of our people do not altogether and always and everywhere prevail. Let us with one spirit
and with one voice lift up praise and thanksgiving to God for His manifold goodness to our land,
His manifest care for our nation.

Now, therefore, |, Rutherford B. Hayes, President of the United States, do appoint Thursday, the
29th day of November next, as a day of national thanksgiving and prayer; and | earnestly
recommend that, withdrawing themselves from secular cares and labors, the people of the United
States do meet together on that day in their respective places of worship, there to give thanks
and praise to Almighty God for His mercies and to devoutly beseech their continuance.
In witness whereof | have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be
affixed.

Done at the city of Washington, this 29th day of October, A.D. 1877, and of the Independence of
the United States of America the one hundred and second.

R.B. HAYES

THANKSGIVING DAY 1878
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

A PROCLAMATION

The recurrence of that season at which it is the habit of our people to make devout and public
confession of their constant dependence upon the divine favor for all the good gifts of life and
happiness and of public peace and prosperity exhibits in the record of the year abundant reasons
for our gratitude and thanksgiving.

Exuberant harvests, productive mines, ample crops of the staples of trade and manufactures,
have enriched the country.

The resources thus furnished to our reviving industry and expanding commerce are hastening the
day when discords and distresses through the length and breadth of the land will, under the
continued favor of Providence, have given way to confidence and energy and assured prosperity.
Peace with all nations has been maintained unbroken, domestic tranquillity has prevailed, and the
institutions of liberty and justice which the wisdom and virtue of our fathers established remain the
glory and defense of their children.

The general prevalence of the blessings of health through our wide land has made more
conspicuous the sufferings and sorrows which the dark shadow of pestilence has cast upon a
portion of our people. This heavy affliction even the Divine Ruler has tempered to the suffering
communities in the universal sympathy and succor which have flowed to their relief, and the
whole nation may rejoice in the unity of spirit in our people by which they cheerfully share one
another’s burdens.

Now, therefore, |, Rutherford B. Hayes, President of the United States, do appoint Thursday, the
28th day of November next, as a day of national thanksgiving and prayer; and | earnestly
recommend that, withdrawing themselves from secular cares and labors, the people of the United
States do meet together on that day in their respective places of worship, there to give thanks
and praise to Almighty God for His mercies and to devoutly beseech their continuance.
In witness whereof | have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be
affixed.

Done at the city of Washington, this 30th day of October, A.D. 1878, and of the Independence of
the United States of America the one hundred and third.

R.B. HAYES



THANKSGIVING DAY 1879
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

A PROCLAMATION

At no recurrence of the season which the devout habit of a religious people has made the
occasion for giving thanks to Almighty God and humbly invoking His continued favor has the
material prosperity enjoyed by our whole country been more conspicuous, more manifold, or
more universal.

During the past year, also, unbroken peace with all foreign nations, the general prevalence of
domestic tranquillity, the supremacy and security of the great institutions of civil and religious
freedom, have gladdened the hearts of our people and confirmed their attachment to their
Government, which the wisdom and courage of their descendants have so firmly maintained to be
the habitation of liberty and justice to successive generations.

Now, therefore, |, Rutherford B. Hayes, President of the United States, do appoint Thursday, the
27th day of November instant, as a day of national thanksgiving and prayer; and | earnestly
recommend that, withdrawing themselves from secular cares and labors the people of the United
States do meet together on that day in their respective places of worship, there to give thanks
and praise to Almighty God for His mercies and to devoutly beseech their continuance.
In witness whereof | have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be
affixed.

Done at the city of Washington, this 3d day of November, A.D. 1879, and of the Independence of
the United States of America the one hundred and fourth.

RUTHERFORD B. HAYES

THANKSGIVING DAY — 1880
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

A PROCLAMATION

At no period in their history since the United States became a nation has this people had so
abundant and so universal reasons for joy and gratitude at the favor of Almighty God or been
subject to so profound an obligation to give thanks for His loving kindness and humbly to implore
His continued care and protection.

Health, wealth, and prosperity throughout all our borders; peace, honor, and friendship with all the
world; firm and faithful adherence by the great body of our population to the principles of liberty
and justice which have made our greatness as a nation, and to the wise institutions and strong
frame of government and society, which will perpetuate it - for all these let the thanks of a happy
and united people, as with one voice, ascend in devout homage to the Giver of All Good.
| therefore recommend that on Thursday, the 25th day of November next, the people meet in their
respective places of worship to make their acknowledgments to Aimighty God for His bounties
and His protection and to offer to Him prayers for their continuance.

In witness whereof | have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be
affixed.

Done at the city of Washington, this 1st day of November, A.D. 1880, and of the Independence of
the United States of America the one hundred and fifth.

R.B. HAYES



